New Mexico
19.6% of 16-24 year-olds in New Mexico are
Opportunity Youth, or young people who are
disconnected from education, employment, and
service opportunities.
They are referred to as Opportunity Youth because
they are both seeking opportunities and present a
tremendous opportunity for their communities and
the county — if we invest in them.
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About the Campaign:
Since 2017, we've worked with elected
officials to ensure youth and young adults
disconnected from education and
employment are prioritized in budget
decisions, policies and programs. Equitable
access to education, employment and service
pathways lead to intergenerational economic
mobility for youth, young adults, and their
families.
"On my first day of YouthBuild, I didn’t even know how to read the marks
on a tape measure. When I graduated, I was OSHA-certified and built
energy-efficient homes for local low-income families very much like my
own.”
-Ruben Castro, YouthBuild ALum

Data Sources:
1 Measure of America (2020)
2 The percentage of Opportunity Youth reached through federal programs in the country would increase from 6% to 19%, decreasing the
number of Opportunity Youth in each district by an average of 13%.
3 Belfield, C, Levin, H, and Rosen, R. (2012). The Economic Value of Opportunity Youth. CNCS and City University of New York. Uses Current
Population Survey data to calculate
that the average working young person contributes $2,430 in taxes while the ave rage opportunity youth contributes $750 in taxes per
year. The paper notes that this is a conservative estimate of the tax gap because it does not include consumption taxes.
4Ibid. Savings come from reduced: Gove rnmental crime expenditures for disconnected youth (juvenil e corrections, police protect ion,
judicial and legal expenses); Welfare expenditures for disconnected youth: (Supp lemental Security Income, Pu blic Assistance, TANF,
Housing Assistance, WIC, SNAP); and Government healthcare expenditures for disconnected youth (Medicare, Medicaid, CHIP, DoD, DVA)

Programs and their Impact

"I am proud to be a
YouthBuild graduate.

Robert Clark
YouthBuild Alum

It was here that I
learned the
importance of
education and service."

Info@reconnectingyouthcampaign.org

